VT‘ 


, B 2 Thtmi>xy, nov. 18, H971 THE WASHINGTON POST 



'W»shln«ton Post SUlf Writer 


■ Superior ^ Court Judge 
Al^il Burka took a 20-year- 
old ^^uth charged with bur- 
glal^^side for an off-&e ^rec- 
ord chat and; jproniisedi hirui, a 
lemeht sentence if he pleaded 
gitoy; according to a court 
tranteript. 

{The transcript, made public 
yesterday, details an ’ Oct. is 
proceeding in which Judge 
Burka referred to the defend- 
ant, Charles C. Dorsey, repeat- 
edly. . ad “Charles” or ..“Char- 

“Step; around here for a mo- 
ment;” Judge Burka . told Ddr- 
sey,;: as the, youth appeared be-' 
fore;;, hina fe|d i 'i^eaded hot 
guMty at arrajgnmhnt On four 
charges stemming from two 
burglaries, one at 505 9th St. 
SE and' one at 1014 South 

■ Carolina' Ave. SE. 

“No counsel,'no prosecutoiry 
just Charles and me,” the 
judge sald^ The two conferred 
at . the bench privately and 
Judge Burka then asked the 
prosecutor if he would, acqept 
Dorsey’s plea of -guilty to.one 
bite gl^y charge, presumably 
in return for dropping the oth- 
.ers/jgf ' 

■ .Although ' such arrange- 
ments, known as plea-bargain- 
ing;', are comingh' between d^ 
fense attorneys -and prosecu; 
tors. ; prior to Scourt appear- 
ances; it is highly unUs'ual for 
a f judge to institute them, 
court sources say. . It is also un- 
common for a judge .jo refer 


to a defendant by his first 
name. 

“In- light of the government 
not knowing what the discus- 
sion were with the defendant, 
I am reluctant at! this time to 
answered Assistant ' 
Attorney John Evans, , . 

“I. asked Charles — -this may 
not be used against him y — I 
asked .Mr, Dorsey' whether, 
just between he, and I, 
whether he did these, and he 
said he did the one on Sbuth 
CatpHna Avenue, but heroally 
doesn’t knows anything about 
the other onO . . . although 
Charles and I know that he 
.was doing , a lot of housebreak- 
ihg around ithis time,” the 
judge replied. 3 

“He said hejdid do, and defi- 
nitely remembers, -the: pne/on 
.Carolina Avenue and he said 
he: would like to plead guilty 
to that.” :: "'.’V ■ 

The judge Pvent oh to note 
that he previously had seh- 
tenced Dorsey to the . Youth 
Center at Lortoh on an earlier 
burglary charge and said, “I 
kind of feel a little responsi- 
ble for Mr. Dorsey. 

“In other3;words; ■ I' -know 
more about (ius than "I reaUy 
should,” the -judge rohttnhed. 
“If it were a it 'woulP 
have tO; be”a jury trial, be- 
cause I couldn’t hear it now, 
knowing that Charles confided 
In me,”:: : 

When {Evans asked if “any 
representations were made, to 
the defendant by the court, 
with regard to possible; sen- 
tence,” in return for the plea,- 


I the judge responded: 

1 . “Yes. I told him, very: likely, 
I would probably give him a 
concurrent senteriee (to he 
served with vbis prior : sen- 
tence) and cbnunit him under 
the Youth (Corrections) Act.” 
(Y oUdi Act ’ sentences are for 
an indeternnnate period Up to 
six years.) ' 

; “I,: certain wouldn’t sen- 
tence. him to . jail, .because .1 
ivould' be defeating .the pur- 
pose of my original sentence, 
which jyas giving him the , ad- 
vantages of the opportunity of 
continuing his education and 
to pick up an avocation at the 
(Lorton) Youth Center.” v j 
When Evans said he had no; 
objections to the plea as long 
as ho promises had been made 
to :D'orsey, : the .judge inter- 
jected, “It can’t be, because I 
did make a promise to Mm. I 
told Mmvthat, very likely, he 
would be sentenced under the 
Youth Act” 

.“I didn’t tell him to plead I 
guilty,” the judge said. “I said, i 
fCharles this won’t go any fur- 
ther, just between you and 
me.’ . 

: The judge then accepted the i 
plea and seritenced Dorsey,' :ah 
admitted addict who said he 
broke into houses ,tp get j 
money for drugs, to the Youth ; 
Center concurrent with Ms I 
earlier sentence. 

Judge Burka dismissed the i 
other burglary charges. The ! 
U.S.' attorney’s oMce had 
charged in both cases that fin- 
gerprints found at the scene : 
linked Dorsey to the crimes. 


